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Changes Underway for the 

Emotional Brain Institute 
 

Contributed by Catia Teixeira, PhD 
 

The mission of NKI’s Emotional Brain Institute (EBI) is aimed at understanding the neuroscience of 
emotions and their impact on behavior. EBI at NKI was founded in 2008 by Dr. Joseph LeDoux. 
Currently, EBI has been directed by Dr. Don Wilson since 2020 and includes a group of seven 
laboratories, headed by Christopher Cain, Mariko Saito, Rob Sears, Regina Sullivan, Catia Teixeira, 
Donald Wilson, and Vinod Yaragudri.                     (continued p.2) 
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This summer, a lot of changes are happening at EBI. 
We are welcoming a new PI, Dr. Shuo Chen, who is 
currently setting up his research lab at EBI, focusing 
on the study of the neural mechanisms of memory, 
especially hippocampal-dependent episodic 
memory. Dr. John Smiley, originally from 
Schizophrenia Research, is also joining EBI. 
Meanwhile, Dr. Donald Wilson and Dr. Regina 
Sullivan, two key members of EBI, are retiring from 
NKI, but will maintain their research labs at NYU. Dr. 
Catia Teixeira will be the new director of EBI. Finally, 
later in the summer, a new PI, currently at Georgia 
State University, will join us – Dr. Jordan Hamm. 
 
While we are saddened to see all the founding 
members of EBI leave NKI, we celebrate their 
incredible careers and contributions to science. We 
wish them continued success in this new and 
exciting part of their lives. Follow these links for 
additional information on Dr. LeDoux*, Dr. Sullivan, 
and Dr. Wilson. We hope our future EBI does them 
justice! 
 
* In addition, interviews with Dr. LeDoux were 

recently published in Neuron and in Current 
Biology. 

 

 
 
 

Dr. Shuo Chen recently 
joined the Emotional 
Brain Institute where 
he is setting up his new 
lab. Shuo received his 
bachelor’s degree in 
Chemical Engineering 
from Tsinghua 
University, China, 
followed by a PhD in 
Chemistry from the 
University of Tokyo. 
His strong interest in 
neuroscience 
stemmed from his PhD work in the design and 
synthesis of voltage-responsive molecular 

assemblies, which led him to consider how 
molecules process electric signals, generate logic 
flow and, more amazingly, produce cognition in the 
brain. He then embarked on a journey towards the 
neuroscience of learning and memory at RIKEN 
Center for Brain Science. Using his knowledge in 
chemistry, he developed a minimally invasive 
neuromodulation technology called “near-infrared 
(NIR) upconversion optogenetics,” where 
upconversion nanoparticles are used to convert 
tissue-penetrating NIR to visible light for 
optogenetically stimulating deep brain neurons. In a 
separate project, by leveraging optogenetic tools 
and multielectrode in vivo electrophysiological 
recordings, he identified the supramammillary 
nucleus as a previously unknown hypothalamic 
novelty hub that modulates hippocampal memory. 
In his following postdoc work at NYU, supported by 
a NIH K99 award and a BBRF grant, Dr. Chen 
extended his work to study memory dysfunction in 
Alzheimer’s disease (AD) by deciphering its circuit 
mechanism and developing next-generation 
therapies. 
 
Dr. Chen’s research has two areas of focus: (i) to 
study the neural mechanism of memory, especially 
hippocampal-dependent episodic memory, and (ii) 
to develop new tools – chemical and optical – for 
neuroscience. These goals are complementary, 
because to disambiguate the connections and 
functions of the normal or diseased brain requires 
new and improved technologies that enable 
unprecedented recording and manipulation of 
neural activity. Dr. Chen is very keen to collaborate 
with scientists from various fields at NKI to tackle 
the most prominent challenges in the exciting field 
of neuroscience. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_E._LeDoux
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regina_Sullivan
https://med.nyu.edu/faculty/donald-a-wilson
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0896627324000874?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960982222019108?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960982222019108?via%3Dihub
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KUDOS 

 
Dr. Ralph Nixon, Director of NKI’s Center for 
Dementia Research and professor of Psychiatry and 
Cell Biology at NYU Grossman School of Medicine, is 
the recipient of the Khalid Iqbal Lifetime 
Achievement Award, given by the AAIC (Alzheimer’s 
Association International Conference). The AAIC 
Lifetime Achievement Awards honor significant 
contributions to Alzheimer’s and dementia 
research, either through a single scientific discovery 
or a body of work. Dr. Nixon received his award on 
July 28th at the 2024 AAIC Conference in 
Philadelphia. Bravo, Dr. Nixon! 

Dr. Nixon’s principal research focuses on the biology 
of protein clearance by endosomal-lysosomal, 
autophagy, and calpain-calpastatin systems. His 
team has identified molecular defects in these 
clearance mechanisms central to pathogenesis of 
Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders and as 
promising therapeutic targets. Another 
longstanding research program focuses on the 
axonal transport, assembly, and turnover of 
neuronal cytoskeletal proteins and their 
dysregulation in dementia. Dr. Nixon has served on 
many scientific advisory boards over the years, 
holds eight issued patents and has authored more 
than 325 scientific publications. 
  

https://twitter.com/alzassociation/status/1817585610514706800
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GRANTS RECEIVED 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Drs. Daniel Javitt and Antigona Martinez 
(Schizophrenia Research) received funding for a 
five-year R01 for a project titled “A Schizophrenia 
Extension Study for the NKI Rockland Sample II 
project: An Open Resource of Multimodal Brain, 
Physiology & Behavior from a Community Lifespan 
Sample.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Drs. Efrat Levy and Pasquale D’Acunzo (Dementia 
Research) received funding for a three-year RF1 
grant from NIH for a project titled “A new 
perspective on the role of extracellular vesicles in 
Alzheimer’s disease.” 
 

 
 
Dr. Elaine Gazes (Biomedical Imaging & 
Neuromodulation), in collaboration with Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine, has an R01 titled 
“Trajectories and modifiable risk factors of brain, 
gait, and cognitive decline in aging and pre-
dementia.”  
 

 
 
Dr. Shuo Chen (Emotional Brain Institute) received 
a three-year R00 for the project titled “Elucidating 
circuit mechanisms of brain rhythms in the aging 
brain.” 

 

FROM AROUND THE 

INSTITUTE 
 

 

The Geriatric Psychiatry team recently made a 
return visit to Active Rockland, a senior 
daycare/physical therapy center in the Palisades 
mall that is supported by the Rockland County 
Office of Aging and is a partner with the Alzheimer's 
Association. As part of an ongoing education series 
with the Alzheimer’s Association, and in fulfilling the 
education goals of the Geriatric Psychiatry 
Program’s Rockland County Office of Mental Health 
Grant, the team did an educational Q&A and 
conducted memory screens. Drs. Antero Sarreal and 
Chelsea Reichert Plaska answered questions about 
AD, dementia, and AD risk. Afterwards, they 
conducted brief memory screens. 
 

Dr. Chelsea Reichert Plaska, Dr. Antero Sarreal, Lauren 
Sarreal, Rebecca Zachariah, and Andrew Orefice 

 

https://reporter.nih.gov/search/paAgiDks80-eCYvvy3FDQg/project-details/10973039
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/paAgiDks80-eCYvvy3FDQg/project-details/10973039
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/paAgiDks80-eCYvvy3FDQg/project-details/10973039
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/paAgiDks80-eCYvvy3FDQg/project-details/10973039
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/paAgiDks80-eCYvvy3FDQg/project-details/10973039
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/z2lnBiJJQUyXInUljGK7lw/project-details/10859331
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/z2lnBiJJQUyXInUljGK7lw/project-details/10859331
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/z2lnBiJJQUyXInUljGK7lw/project-details/10859331
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/c7tQxoy5dEmfbuRCVUB3tg/project-details/10808994
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/c7tQxoy5dEmfbuRCVUB3tg/project-details/10808994
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/c7tQxoy5dEmfbuRCVUB3tg/project-details/10808994
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/SxJLO8vLKEme3yCZdeVSgA/project-details/11121153
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/SxJLO8vLKEme3yCZdeVSgA/project-details/11121153
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/SxJLO8vLKEme3yCZdeVSgA/project-details/11121153
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Six staff members of NKI’s Division of Laboratory 
Animal Resources (DLAR) attended the first-ever 
Spanish Language Lab Animal Symposium held at 
Rockefeller University in June. Over 200 people 
attended the event, in person and online, spanning 
over multiple countries. NKI attendees were 
Manolo de la Cruz, Marlon de la Cruz, Rosanny 
Ramirez, Miguelina Ramirez de Cespedes, Ramon 
Reyes, and Relish Shah. Kathleen Shannon also 
attended (online). 
 

 

Also in June, the Metro NY Branch of the American 
Association for Laboratory Animal Science held an 
afternoon workshop on “Handling Techniques that 
Promote Low-Stress in Laboratory Mice,” followed 
by a general meeting. Janos Piturca attended the 
workshop, and Janos and Kathleen Shannon both 
attended the general meeting. 

 

 
 

Dr. Ralph Nixon and the work of the Nixon Lab 
(Center for Dementia Research) were featured in 
the May 2024 issue of the e-journal The 
Transmitter.  The article, “Reviving ‘inside-out’ 
hypothesis of amyloid beta to explain Alzheimer’s 
mysteries,” discusses how plaques begin as faulty 
autolysosomes, the trash collectors of the cell, 
according to a 2022 study led by Dr. Nixon. When 
autolysosomes lose their acidity, they fail to break 
down proteins such as amyloid beta, and the 
endoplasmic reticulum surrounding a cell’s nucleus 
fills with these proteins. Amyloid beta clumps onto 
itself and forms fibrils within the clogged 
endoplasmic reticulum and autophagy vesicles. 
After the neuron dies, it leaves a plaque in its place, 
Nixon says. 

 

 
 

 
A pesky visitor was recently spotted in the raised 
garden bed outside the atrium entrance. 
 
Garden-variety nuisances like this bring to mind The 
$64 Tomato, a book by NKI’s former Director of 
Technology Bill Alexander. If you’re not familiar 
with Bill’s literary work, check it out at 
williamalexander.com. 

 
 

https://www.spanishlanguagelabanimalsymposium.org/
https://www.thetransmitter.org/alzheimers-disease/reviving-inside-out-hypothesis-of-amyloid-beta-to-explain-alzheimers-mysteries/
https://www.thetransmitter.org/alzheimers-disease/reviving-inside-out-hypothesis-of-amyloid-beta-to-explain-alzheimers-mysteries/
https://www.thetransmitter.org/alzheimers-disease/reviving-inside-out-hypothesis-of-amyloid-beta-to-explain-alzheimers-mysteries/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1038%2Fs41593-022-01084-8&data=05%7C02%7CStuart.Moss%40NKI.rfmh.org%7Cb192521e18814956970b08dcb1a006f6%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638580548132253467%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qXOGYuX2rl4h9qQAY4Ucgck4Bp2X2mHWh2xZCWY3CYs%3D&reserved=0
https://williamalexander.com/64dollartomato/default.cfm
https://williamalexander.com/64dollartomato/default.cfm
https://williamalexander.com/
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PUBLICATIONS OF NOTE 
 

 
 

The latest paper from Helen Scharfman’s lab 
(Dementia Research) appears in eLife. 
 

Chartampila E, Elayouby KS, Leary P, LaFrancois 
JJ, Alcantara-Gonzalez D, Jain S, Gerencer K, 
Botterill JJ, Ginsberg SD, Scharfman HE. Choline 
supplementation in early life improves and low 
levels of choline can impair outcomes in a 
mouse model of Alzheimer's disease. Elife. 2024 
Jun 21;12:RP89889. PMID: 38904658. 

 

 
 

 
 

Michael Milham, Director of the Center for 
Biomedical Imaging & Neuromodulation, is a 
coauthor of this article published recently in Nature 
Neuroscience. 
 

Park S, Haak KV, Oldham S, Cho H, Byeon K, Park 
BY, Thomson P, Chen H, Gao W, Xu T, Valk S, 
Milham MP, Bernhardt B, Di Martino A, Hong SJ. 
A shifting role of thalamocortical connectivity in 
the emergence of cortical functional organiza-
tion. Nat Neurosci. 2024 Jun 10. PMID: 38858608. 

 

 
 

 
 
Emily Stern, Goi Khia Eng, and NKI colleagues 
(Clinical Research) published their latest research in 
the Journal of Psychiatric Research. 
 

Eng GK, De Nadai AS, Collins KA, Recchia N, Tobe 
RH, Bragdon LB, Stern ER. Identifying subgroups 
of urge suppression in Obsessive-Compulsive 
Disorder using machine learning. J Psychiatr 
Res. 2024 Jun 29; 177:129-139. PMID: 39004004. 

 

 
 
Chelsea Reichert Plaska (first author), Nunzio 
Pomara (Geriatric Psychiatry), Sang Han Lee, and 
Ricardo Osorio are coauthors of this open access 
paper in Brain, Behavior, and Immunity. 
 

Reichert Plaska C, Heslegrave A, Bruno D, Ramos-
Cejudo J, Han Lee S, Osorio R, Imbimbo BP, 
Zetterberg H, Blennow K, Pomara N. Evidence 
for reduced anti- inflammatory microglial 
phagocytic response in late-life major 
depression. Brain Behav Immun. 2024 May 23; 
120:248-255. PMID: 38795783. 

 

 
 

 
 
These bioRxiv preprints are by corresponding authors 
Dun-Sheng Yang and Ralph Nixon, and other 
members of the Center for Dementia Research. 
 

Berg MJ, Veeranna, Rosa CM, Kumar A, Mohan 
PS, Stavrides P, Marchionini DM, Yang DS, Nixon 
RA. Pathobiology of the autophagy-lysosomal 
pathway in the Huntington's disease brain. 
bioRxiv [Preprint]. 2024 May 30. PMID: 38854113. 

 

 
 

Stavrides P, Goulbourne CN, Peddy J, Huo C, Rao 
M, Khetarpal V, Marchionini DM, Nixon RA, Yang 
DS. mTOR inhibition in Q175 Huntington's 
disease model mice facilitates neuronal 
autophagy and mutant huntingtin clearance. 
bioRxiv [Preprint]. 2024 May 30. PMID: 
38854023. 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38904658/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38904658/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38904658/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38904658/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38858608/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38858608/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38858608/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39004004/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39004004/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39004004/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38795783/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38795783/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38795783/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38795783/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38854113/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38854113/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38854023/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38854023/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38854023/
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This paper by Ricardo Osorio (Clinical Research) and 
colleagues appeared recently in the Journal of Sleep 
Research. 
 

Mullins AE, Pehel S, Parekh A, Kam K, Bubu OM, 
Tolbert TM, Rapoport DM, Ayappa I, Varga AW, 
Osorio RS. The stability of slow-wave sleep and 
EEG oscillations across two consecutive nights 
of laboratory polysomnography in cognitively 
normal older adults. J Sleep Res. 2024 Jun 
27:e14281. PMID: 38937887. 
 

 
 

 
 
This open access article in Traffic is by first author 
Kathy Peng, corresponding authors Paul Mathews 
and Efrat Levy, and other members of the Center for 
Dementia Research. 
 

Peng KY, Liemisa B, Pasato J, D'Acunzo P, Pawlik 
M, Heguy A, Penikalapati SC, Labuza A, Pidikiti H, 
Alldred MJ, Ginsberg SD, Levy E, Mathews PM. 
Apolipoprotein E2 Expression Alters Endosomal 
Pathways in a Mouse Model with Increased 
Brain Exosome Levels During Aging. Traffic. 
2024 May;25(5):e12937. PMID: 38777335. 

 

 

 
This column appearing in the July issue of the 
Harvard Review of Psychiatry is coauthored by NKI 
Director Donald Goff. 
 

Kitaj M, Goff DC. Why Do Veterans Not Respond 
as Well as Civilians to Trauma-Focused 
Therapies for PTSD? Harv Rev Psychiatry. 2024 
Jul 1;32(4):160-163. PMID: 38990904. 

 
 

Carrie Masia Warner (Social Solutions & Services) is 
the corresponding author of this article published in 
Bulletin of the Menninger Clinic. 
 

Coyle-Eastwick S, Escobar M, Wimmer J, Lindsey 
M, Thompson J, Warner CM. Social anxiety 
disorder in Black American adolescents: 
Cultural considerations in conceptualization, 
assessment, and treatment. Bull Menninger 
Clin. 2024 Spring; 88(2):171-195. PMID: 
38836849. 

 

 

 
 

A recent report by Karl-Heinz Nenning, Michael 
Milham, Arielle Tambini, Alexandre Franco, Stan 
Colcombe, and colleagues (Center for Biomedical 
Imaging & Neuromodulation) was published in the 
open access journal Communications Biology. 
 

Nenning KH, Xu T, Tambini A, Franco AR, 
Margulies DS, Colcombe SJ, Milham MP. Fast 
connectivity gradient approximation: 
maintaining spatially fine-grained connectivity 
gradients while reducing computational costs. 
Commun Biol. 2024 Jun 6;7(1):697. PMID: 
38844612. 

 
 

 
 
Corresponding author Robert Smith, Henry Sershen 
(Schizophrenia Research) and colleagues recently 
published this open access paper in Schizophrenia 
Research: Cognition. 
 

Smith RC, Sershen H, Chen A, Jin H, Guidotti A, 
Davis JM. Relationship of cognitive measures to 
mRNA levels in lymphocytes from patients with 
schizophrenia and controls. Schizophrenia 
Research: Cognition 2024; 38:100321. 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38937887/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38937887/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38937887/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38937887/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38777335/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38777335/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38777335/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38990904/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38990904/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38990904/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38836849/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38836849/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38836849/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38836849/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38844612/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38844612/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38844612/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38844612/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39040617/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39040617/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39040617/
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Yohan Kim, Pasquale D’Acunzo, and Efrat Levy 
(Dementia Research) published this open access 
review in Current Opinion in Physiology. 
 

Kim Y, D'Acunzo P, Levy E. Biogenesis and 
secretion of mitovesicles, small extracellular 
vesicles of mitochondrial origin at the 
crossroads between brain health and disease. 
Current Opinion in Physiology 2024; 40:100765. 

 

 
 

 
 
Xavier Castellanos (Clinical Research) published this 
discussion piece in Science Bulletin. 
 

Castellanos FX. Back to the future: Some 
similarities and many differences between 
autism spectrum disorder and early onset 
schizophrenia. Clues to pathophysiology? Sci 
Bull (Beijing). 2024 Jun 15. PMID: 38969537. 

 

 
 

 
 
Dr. Castellanos also coauthored this open access 
Perspective in Neuropsychopharmacology. 
 

Uddin LQ, Castellanos FX, Menon V. Resting 
state functional brain connectivity in child and 
adolescent psychiatry: where are we now? 
Neuropsychopharmacology. 2024 May 22. 
PMID: 38778158. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Jean-Pierre Lindenmayer (Manhattan Schizophrenia 
Research Program) is a coauthor of this report in the 
Journal of Clinical Psychopharmacology. 
 

Correll CU, Citrome L, Singer C, Lindenmayer JP, 
Zinger C, Liang G, Dunayevich E, Marder SR. 
Sustained Treatment Response and Global 
Improvements with Long-term Valbenazine in 
Patients with Tardive Dyskinesia. J Clin 
Psychopharmacol. 2024 Jul-Aug 01; 44(4):353-
361. PMID: 38767901. 

 

 
 

 
 
This open access article published in Frontiers in 
Psychiatry is by Matthew Hoptman, Dan Iosifescu, 
and colleagues (Clinical Research). 
 

Hoptman MJ, Evans KT, Parincu Z, Sparpana AM, 
Sullivan EF, Ahmed AO, Iosifescu DV. Emotion-
related impulsivity and suicidal ideation and 
behavior in schizophrenia spectrum disorder: a 
pilot fMRI study. Front Psychiatry. 2024 Jun 26; 
15:1408083. PMID: 38988737. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2468867324000312
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2468867324000312
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2468867324000312
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2468867324000312
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38969537/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38969537/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38969537/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38969537/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38778158/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38778158/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38778158/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38767901/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38767901/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38767901/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38988737/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38988737/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38988737/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38988737/
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INFO UPDATE 

 
ClinicalTrials.gov 

 

After a transition period, the modernized 
ClinicalTrials.gov website has now replaced the 
classic site. If you want to familiarize yourself with 
the new site, this brief overview or this FAQ may be 
helpful. For more guidance on navigating the new 
ClinicalTrials.gov, check out this webinar recording. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

A recent Career Column in Nature gives some 
studied suggestions for how best to use chatbots to 
produce better science and increase efficiency. And 
for more articles on science in the age of AI, check 
out this collection. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

PubMed Central® (PMC) is a free full-text archive of 
biomedical and life sciences journal literature at the 
U.S. National Institutes of Health's National Library 
of Medicine (NIH/NLM). PMC has grown from its 
inception in 2000 with only two journals to an 
archive of over 10 million free full-text articles from 
thousands of journals. You can learn more about 
PMC here. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF WONDER 
 

 
 

A recent article in The New York Times 
Magazine, “The Woman Who Could Smell 
Parkinson’s,” describes a “supersmeller” 
(hyperosmic) whose nose can detect disease. This 
person’s ability led to the discovery that sebum, a 
substance secreted by the skin, may contain 
molecules that would enable the early detection of 
Parkinson’s (and perhaps other diseases). Joy Milne, 
whose power of smell was the source of this 
discovery, has coauthored several papers that have 
resulted from this line of research. There is also an 
audio version of this article here. 

  

The NKI librarian is always available to assist with 
literature searching, citation searching (Web of 
Science, Scopus), bibliographic reference 
management, and the like. When you have any 
information needs, or questions about available 
resources, don’t hesitate to turn to us. 

The library offers a comfortable, quiet space for 
reading, work, and small meetings. To use the 
library’s Wi-Fi network, ask the library staff for 
the password. 

You can link to the NKI Library’s website from 
myNKI.  The Library site includes quick links to 
the NYU Health Sciences Library and to the New 
York State Library, as well as links to NKI’s own 
library resources (journal finder, online catalog, 
etc.). 
 

https://www.clinicaltrials.gov/
https://ncbiinsights.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/2024/06/25/modern-clinicaltrials-gov-website/
https://www.clinicaltrials.gov/about-site/modernization-top-questions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rotNO8WVGLo
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-02630-z
https://www.nature.com/immersive/d41586-023-03017-2/index.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/intro/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/14/magazine/parkinsons-smell-disease-detection.html?unlocked_article_code=1.0U0.1zUT.U4aCJOepLJzx&smid=em-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/14/magazine/parkinsons-smell-disease-detection.html?unlocked_article_code=1.0U0.1zUT.U4aCJOepLJzx&smid=em-share
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33707447/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/11/podcasts/the-daily/parkinsons-diagnosis-smell.html
http://nki.hospitalservices.senylrc.org/
http://www.rfmh.org/library/
http://nki.koha.senylrc.org/
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EVENTS & SEMINARS 

 
Center for Biomedical Imaging and 

Neuromodulation Science Series 
 

Held on Mondays at 11 am via Zoom 
 

 
 

Manu Raghavan, PhD 

Center for Neural Science 
New York University 

TITLE TBA 

September 30th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NAMI Rockland’s 
Annual 5K Run/Walk for 

Mental Wellness 
 

Sunday, September 8th 
9:00 am at Rockland Lake State Park 

 

NKI is a sponsor of this event, and 
everyone is encouraged to join the 

Moving Forward with NKI 
team and/or donate 

 

Click here to register your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The New York State Office of Mental Health 
(OMH) regularly hosts an interactive video 
broadcast covering the latest research, 
technology, and treatment implementation in 
the fields of psychiatry and psychology. These 
programs are recorded, and the archived 
Statewide Grand Rounds programs can be 
viewed on the OMH website. 
 

http://raceroster.com/events/2024/91927/nami-rockland-5k-run-and-walk/register?team=685960
http://raceroster.com/events/2024/91927/nami-rockland-5k-run-and-walk/register?team=685960
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/bps/
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NKI ON THE ROAD 

 
 
Two Nixon Lab members were selected to present 
posters at the recent Alzheimer's Association 
International Conference (AAIC) in Philadelphia. 
 

Dr. Sandeep Malampati’s presentation, titled 
“Pharmacological reacidification of lysosomes 
attenuates intraneuronal amyloidosis, early neuron 
death, and amyloid plaque formation in 5xFAD 
mice,” depicted restoring lysosomal acidity via β2-
adrenergic receptor (β2-AR) activation with 
Isoproterenol (ISO) which reverses autophagy-
lysosomal pathway dysfunction in PSEN1-FAD 
fibroblasts. 

 

Dr. Ju-Hyun Lee’s poster illustrated that beginning 
at a preclinical stage, vulnerable neuron 
populations in human sporadic AD develop the 
same PANTHOS pattern of autophagy-lysosomal 
pathway (ALP) dysfunction and neuronal cell death 
as observed uniquely in mouse models of AD, which 
arises from APP-dependent lysosomal acidification 
deficiency. ALP failure and PANTHOS development 
results in early selective neuronal death that 
initiates emergence of amyloid plaques. Dr. Lee’s 
presentation was titled “A preclinical intraneuronal 
stage of autophagy-lysosomal dysfunction, 
amyloidosis, and neuron death yields senile plaques 
in human late-onset Alzheimer’s Disease.” 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Michael Milham, MD, PhD, Director of the Center 
for Biomedical Imaging & Neuromodulation, made 
major contributions to the Organization for Human 
Brain Mapping (OHBM) conference held recently in 
Seoul, South Korea. And as Chief Science Officer of 
the Child Mind Institute, Dr. Milham led a team of 
CMI scientists who participated in numerous 
conference programs. Dr. Milham anchored an 
OHBM Roundtable in which leaders weighed in on 
central issues in the field.  He also presented in a 
Symposium on fostering international collaboration 
opportunities for young investigators. In addition, 
Dr. Milham contributed to 14 posters that were 
presented at the conference. 
 
Also in attendance at OHBM 2024 were Karl-Heinz 
Nenning and Arielle Tambini from NKI’s Design, 
Acquisition & Neuromodulation Laboratories. Dr. 
Nenning presented two posters and Dr. Tambini 
presented one. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sandeep Malampati presenting as Dr. Nixon looks on 

Ju-Hyun Lee presents at AAIC 2024 

https://childmind.org/blog/child-mind-institute-science-makes-an-impact-at-ohbm-2024/
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Salvador Dura-Bernal (Translational Neuroscience 
Laboratories) participated in “AI in Life Sciences 
Today,” a live online Q&A event hosted by MetaCell 
on July 30th.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Department of Psychiatry  
Grand Rounds 

 
On June 27th, NKI Director and NYU Department of 
Psychiatry Marvin Stern Professor and Vice Chair for 
Research Donald Goff gave the Grand Rounds 
presentation on “Schizophrenia: Diagnosis and 
Treatment”. 
 
And on June 13th, NKI Clinical Research Director Dan 
Iosifescu was the Discussant for David Liebers’ 
presentation on “Using Novel Antidiabetic 
Medications to Target Brain Bioenergetic 
Metabolism in Psychiatric Disorders”.   

NKI PUBLICATIONS UPDATE 
 
 

Below is a list of references that have been added to 
the NKI publications database since the previous 
update. The full database contains over 7,400 items 
dating back to 1995 and can be searched from the 
myNKI website. 
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